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on this assumption, and that it has been remarkably success-
ful in ensuring the continuance of the hereditary insignifi-
cance of the members of the House of Guelph. Not one of
those princes who has any hopes of succeeding to the throne
is a soldier in the full sense of the word. And without being
prophets, we are justified now in asserting that the hereditary
characteristic of the Guelphs will be preserved in the next
two generations of the House of Coburg, This accords with
the character of the English State ; but we Germans have no
intention of forsaking our simple common sense, or of sug-
gesting to our nation that it should have a sound limb
amputated for the sake of receiving in its place a cunningly
wrought but artificial member. We have learnt by experi-
ence that our constitutional monarchy is so constructed as
to be most effectual in the hands of a great monarch ; and
our constitution has no intention of depriving the kingly
office of all significance. Rather it aims at preserving the
life and vigour of the monarchy, and that in a nation of very
high political development. With us, kingship is almost the
only strong political tradition which links our present with
the past. Could we desire to exchange our glorious House
of Hohenzollern for the English Georges ? The annals of
our dynasty are such a food for pride that a Prussian might
well say, ' The best monarch is quite good enough for us/
According to our constitution, the monarch is the sole and
supreme head of the State; and any one who asserts the
contrary is forced to base his argument on alien and peculiar
historical circumstances.

" Thus a feeble and illegitimate royal family is the most
striking feature of the English State. The second point to
be noted is the existence of a nobility possessing great power
and great political ability. The English peasant class was
completely bought out in the sixteenth century. Conditions
similar to those found with us in Mecklenburg and in parts
of Hither Pomerania, are the rule in England, even at the
present day. In the agricultural districts the population is
in a state of serfdom. We find the great landowners living